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Benefits
of using geospatial information 
technology (GIT) and satellite 

earth-observation data to 
strengthen evidenced-based 

decision making

• Access to current information 
such as land use and infrastructure information, 
covering wide and remote areas

• Access to historic information    
satellite imagery for an area back to the 1970s 
which allows to see changes over time

• Access to future climate information 
overlay them with other satellite/ground data to 
better understand potential scenarios for  
strategic planning

• Understand existing and future risks 
explore to natural hazards and community’s 
vulnerability level with information on 
population, agricultural production and 
infrastructure



Technical Platform 
and Data

“The CS Platform is a fantastic resource and 
includes a broad spectrum of useful and relevant 
data sets. It has high potential to be extremely 
useful for numerous applications, including 
Climate Finance proposals. Risk Information 
Application and Decision support is already 
highly intuitive, and it is clear how it can be 
usefully applied. Application of some of the Data 
Cube products require expertise.” 

Anonymous test user in Fiji

Benefits:
• Access to current information

• Access to historic information

• Building understanding of future 

climate and risks

End-users:
• Technical experts

• Sectoral experts

• Decision makers

• Secondary regional users





Challenges
in using geospatial information 
technology (GIT) and satellite 

earth-observation data to 
strengthen evidenced-based 

decision making

• Lack of national capacity for using 
GIT applications and accessing, 
analyzing, and visualizing satellite 
data

• Scattered information with no central 
point for data sharing facilitation

• Costs for advanced GIS tool and high-
resolution satellite imagery



Capacity Development

“NDMO applied the new skills learned from the 
CommonSensing Advanced GIT Training during 
TC Yasa to take the lead role in emergency 
responses. We leveraged skills and knowledge 
about damage assessments, visual interpretation, 
as well as the use of demographic data for 
assessing affected communities by provinces and 
districts. A live dashboard showing the results of 
multiple assessments was developed by the 
training participant from the Bureau of Statistics 
with the help of CS country officer, and it was 
displayed in the National Emergency Operations 
Centre in Suva.”

Senior Geospatial Officer 
at Fiji NDMO

Practical training and awareness-raising events:
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